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Thank you for attending today’s meeting. The purpose of the scoping process is to identity public and agency concerns, focus 
on the environmental documents, and define the Issues that will be examined in the Project-Level Environmental Impact Report/ 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). The scoping process also helps to identify project Impacts, alternatives, mitigation, 
measures, and environmental subject areas deserving attention. Please return comments to the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority (return address Is on the reverse side of this foim) by March 6,2009. 
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Thank you fbryourpardcipation in this important process. Please leave your form at the comment table 
or mail it to us as soon as possible in order to ensure that your comments are induded In our records. 
Tbecommentperiodcloses on March 6,2009. 
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March 27,.2b0.?- 

Mr; ban Leayitt> Deputy bire&tor 
California High Speed Rail Authdiity 
925 L $treet. Suite 1425 
Sacrarheritd, CA 95814 



After attending all three of the San Francisco Penihstlla HSR meetings, we at 
San Frandsco Bay Railroad (SFBR) want to express our support for;t)Oth the Caltrain 
electrification and California High Speed Rail (CHSR) projects. It is well overdue for 
the United States to have a world-class passenger system like those in Europe and 
Japan> 
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jn addition to our support for Calffomia High Speed Rail and. Caltrain, we warit to; 
Stress an equal amount of support for a superior freight rail infrastrutture in order to 
fully realize critical transportatipn goals on the re^on, including: (i j reduped traffic 
congestion and Wear and tear on area highways; (2) reduced dependence on foreign oil; 
and |(3); reduced pollution in our environment Without a good freight rail system in 
and out of the Port of San Francisco, the benefits Of passenger rail will be greatly 
diluted. Good passenger rail and good freight railare not mutually exclusive. 

North. America is known the world over as having the most advanced freight rail, system 
in the world. Chlna^ India and Australia are .building or have already built modern 
freight lines designed after our North American eounterparts. Freight trains are the 
most, efficient way to mpye goods across our country.- A freight tra.in can rnove one 
ton of freight 436 miles on one gallon of diesel. One 100 ear freight train .can. keep 
400 trucks off of our streets and highways. This is equivalent to 1200 automobiles. 
Each day more than 55,000 trucks transit through San Francisco, the equivalent of 
195,000-automobiles. _ 

The San Francisco Peninsula is a shared right-of-way with Caltrain commuter trains 
and Union pacific freight trains. This right-of-way is the same corridor that CHSR v/ill 
be using for its trains. That being said, this needs to continue to be a shared right of 
way, CHSR wlH not provide any benefit- to the public if it merely replaces freight 
trains on the fail With passenger trains; and then trucks in place of automobile^ on 
area highways. If the freight trains are removed froip the right of way it v/ouW be 
aWn to When General Motors bought up the Key System in the East Bay or Pacific 
Electric in Los Angeles and destroyed the rail system by replacing trains with busses, 
becades later we are learning the enorm.ous cost to society and the etivironment of 
this tack-bf vision. 
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please consider 1n your planning process for CflSR the 26 rail shippers along the 
Peninsula and all of the jobs that exist- because of: freight rail service. The future of 
the Port of San Francisco and the Port, Redwood City Will depend on how the, GriSR 
and Gaitraih systems are designed. Toward that end/ih order to be viable ports for 
future generations, and in order for the rail and ports to be ready to: provide 
emergency services to Peninsula cities in the event of a future disaster, freight- rail 
will require the clearance heights requiredfn C.PUC;:G:.Oi 95 (22,5 ft). If the ports can 
not provide such clearances, plus adequate operating hours (mimmum 8-hour Windows 
at night), then we vdll loose freight rail opportumlnes forever* and the country will 
loose the ability to access maritime and rail at the only two Porte oh; this side of 
San Francisco Bay. This would be a major detriment to our economy through job 
losses aod higHer costs to consumers that, depend on viable ports and rml service, and 
ft cduld GohstitUte a potential threat to our national security in time of crisis. 

Finally, Unlike passenger rail, trucking arid the automobile ihdustiy, which all recave" 
heavy public subsidies, freight trains run at a; profit, without subsidy> 

fn summary, California. High Speed Rail, Galtrain and good freight service are not 
rnutually exclusive; They all provide the same kind of benefits by reducing 
dependence on foreign oil, minimizing pollution, relieving congestion on our roads, 
and providing the most efficient way to move people ;and goods. We strongly urge the 
Authority to make sure that the benefits of HSR do not result in the diminishment of 
the, benefits and, opportunities that good, freight rail service Offers.. GHSR, along with 
Caltratin, Has the oppbrturiity before yoU to-develop a model of passenger and freight 
rail comparibilityfor the Bay Area, and therest of the region. This is in the long-term 
interests of the region, the State, and the nation. 

If you have^ any questions about our freight rail operations, please don’t hesitate tb calB 
of email hie. J 
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Sincerely, 



Jacob Park 

yice-President Railroad Operations 
San Francisco Bay RaUroad 
"MdsS Transit for Freisht!" 
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